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Describe how the concept of reason was applied during the Enlightenment. How does Tartuffe reflect these ideas? Describe how the character of Tartuffe is symbolic of religious hypocrisy. How do other characters in the play represent how Christians can fall prey to this?
In the play, it is notable that Tartuffe, Jean-Baptiste Poquelin Moliere makes effective use of play characters reasoning in a bid to unravel the dilemma posed. For example, in the wedding scene, as the war emerges, a lot of logic is noted from the argument raised by Damis and Dorine. Dorine, sharply engages the other characters in bringing about peace in the otherwise conflict ranged conversation. Her recommendations seem to bring about some sanity in the matter, as she places each of the characters in their exact context in the ongoing activities. She asks Damis to keep off from meeting the couple, to ensure that they have humble time on their own to resolve the matters at hand. Further, Dorine seems to have mastered the personality of every character, thereby enabling her to balance the moods and emotions of all the persons in every scene. Dorine uses reason over emotions in making decisions in many circumstances, drawing closer the essence of reason in the play.
Dorine embraces reason in the enlightenment where she balances and advice Tartuffe in regards to lust. She explains that, lust is out of fashion, and that they need to take control of their emotions as she leaves Tartuffe and spouse who is seemingly not far from arriving. Tartuffe seems overwhelmed by lust when talking to Elmire as they are left alone, which is against the advice given by Dorine, to an extent Elmire chooses to flee. The instance is indicative of the ways Tartuffe reflected poorly on the reason impacted on him by Dorine.
The character of Tartuffe is symbolic of religious hypocrisy given the fact that he knows what is right, but chooses not to do the right thing. Tartuffe is widely informed by Dorine as well as Elmire on some religious conduct in the relationship but seems not to adhere to them. Tartuffe also uses religious teaching on love, for selfish gain in his relationship with Elmire. For example, he says, “The love that attracts us to what's eternal does not stop our love for the merely temporal..”  (Moliere, 2015). The statement is indicative of his hypocrisy in the religious teachings on love.
Other characters in the play denote how Christians can fall prey of the religious teachings; for example, Elmire is about to fall a victim of the love pretense from Tartuffe. Elmire loves and trusts Tartuffe, who is not well grounded in Christianity and is about to see her downfall by preying her even before taking marriage vows. However, with Elmire defining Tartuffe’s love claim as profane, it is clear, how unknowing Christians may easily fall out of the glory of God for not understanding the scripture well.
A lot of treachery is eminent in putting the Christians in the trap of the people who are not true Christians in practice. Often, Christians are convinced through the wild interpretation of the scriptures, to practice non-religious lives. Often, when conflicts arise among the Christians, it is because they have realized where they are being fooled as is the case in the play.
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